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Wayne Smith; Maj. Gen. Richard W. Tragemann,
commander, Aberdeen Proving Ground, and his
wife, Kathy; Maj. Gen. James Monroe, chief of
ordnance and commander, U.S. Army Ordnance
Center and School; Brig. Gen. Don Scott, USA,
Ret., president, National Civilian Community
Corps; James M. Bosley, deputy installation com-
mander, Aberdeen Proving Ground; and con-
gregation members celebrating special occasions.

Remarks to Organizations of the
Jewish Community
September 12, 1994

Prime Minister Rabin, ladies and gentle-
men, I’m very pleased to have this chance
to address all of you, gathered from some
70 communities across the United States.

It is with thanks for the remarkable year
we have just lived and optimism for the New
Year that I wish you peace, health, and happi-
ness in the months ahead. Shana Tova!

What a year it’s been. Twelve months ago
tomorrow I was privileged to host Prime
Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat on the
South Lawn of the White House. Many of
you were there to witness their historic hand-
shake, which marked the dawn of a new era
in the Middle East, one of conciliation and
hope. Their brave, historic act paved the way
for others.

This summer, King Hussein of Jordan and
Prime Minister Rabin at the White House
came here to end the state of war between
Israel and Jordan and to start down the road
of warm friendship and cooperation. As
Prime Minister Rabin stated then so elo-
quently, ‘‘A million eyes all over the world
are watching us now with great relief and
great joy. Yet another nightmare of war may
be over. At the same time, millions of eyes
in the Middle East are looking at us now
with great hope, heartfelt hope, that our chil-
dren and grandchildren will know no more
war.’’

I applaud Israel’s courage, and I salute the
Arab leaders—including the King of Mo-
rocco, who last week began the process of
establishing diplomatic relations with
Israel—for standing up for the naysayers and
embracing change. By working to secure a
future of peace and prosperity, these far-
sighted statesmen will fulfill their people’s

hopes and their yearnings for the quiet mir-
acle of a normal life.

Already we see the fruits of their efforts.
Palestinians and Israelis are learning every
day how to live side by side in peace. Jor-
danian planes may now fly over Israel. Tour-
ists visiting the Dead Sea can cross from Eilat
to Aqaba. These are small steps, but they lay
the foundation for much greater strides to
come.

Now, the international community must
do all it can to ensure that Arabs and Israelis
realize the full benefits of peace. At the same
time, we have a right to expect that the par-
ticipants in the peace process live up to their
commitments. And we also hope that all
those in the region who have been urging
us to continue to play an energetic role will
do their part, too, in particular by taking steps
now to dismantle the Arab boycott of Israel.

As we look to the year ahead, I hope and
I believe that we’ll see even greater progress
toward a comprehensive peace in the region,
a peace that joins Israelis, Palestinians, Jor-
danians, Syrians, and Lebanese so that all
their children will come to know a better fu-
ture. More than 100 of these children, par-
ticipants in the 1994 Seeds for Peace pro-
gram that have met at the White House this
past Friday before returning to their homes,
they just spent a month together in Maine,
learning about one another, breaking down
barriers, building ties.

These young men and women told me that
in just a few short weeks, first names re-
placed ethnic and religious labels. Mistrust
turned into curiosity. Fear gave way to
friendship. These kinds of person-to-person
relationships, multiplied thousands of times
through business ventures, joint projects,
trade, and regional cooperation, will help en-
sure that the olive branch of peace stretches
its bough across the entire Middle East.

Nurturing peace is hard work. The dark
forces of terror remain deeply entrenched,
as horrible attacks against Jews in Argentina,
Panama, and England recently dem-
onstrated. But despite these terrible acts, it’s
essential that the American Jewish commu-
nity continue its support for peace and the
peace process.

As we move ahead, I urge you to keep the
faith, because Israel, for the first time in its
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history, has the opportunity to achieve real
peace. And I pledge to you that we will do
our part to make sure that it is a lasting and
secure peace.

I understand that in a few moments my
friend Prime Minister Rabin will speak to
you from Jerusalem. I want to reiterate to
him my admiration for all he’s done for his
people and for the cause of peace.

Yitzhak, I wish you and your people a very
Happy New Year. And remember, you’ve got
an open invitation to visit the White House,
because every time you come here we seem
to move a step closer to lasting peace in the
Middle East.

My fellow Americans, I hope that 12
months from now when we take stock of the
year ahead, we’ll have even more happy
events to celebrate. Working together for
peace, I believe we will.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address to the Council of Jewish Fed-
erations and the Conference of Presidents of
Major Jewish Organizations was taped on Septem-
ber 10 at 10:45 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at
the White House and was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 12. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this address.

Remarks in a Swearing-In Ceremony
for AmeriCorps Volunteers
September 12, 1994

The President. Good afternoon. In just
a moment, I’ll speak to thousands of you
young people and those of you who are young
in spirit around the country about our na-
tional service program, AmeriCorps. But be-
fore I do, let me say just a few words about
what occurred here this morning.

As you know, a plane came down here
early this morning, and the pilot lost his life.
An investigation is taking place that will de-
termine how and why this happened. We
take this incident seriously because the
White House is the people’s house. And it
is the job of every President who lives here
to keep it safe and secure.

On his second night in the White House,
our second President, John Adams, wrote: ‘‘I
pray heaven to bestow the best blessings on

this house and on all that shall hereafter in-
habit it.’’ That prayer has been answered. In
times of war and peace, in hard times and
good, the White House is an enduring sym-
bol of our democracy. It tells our people and
those around the world that the mission of
America continues, as it does on this happy
and important day. So let me assure all
Americans, the people’s house will be kept
safe, it will be kept open, and the people’s
business will go on.

We stand at the start of America’s new sea-
son of service. For 20,000 Americans this
year all over our great land, this moment
marks the beginning of a journey that will
change their lives forever. For our Nation,
the moments of service that will follow will
change our lives for many seasons to come.

Service is never a simple act, it’s about sac-
rifice for others and about accomplishment
for ourselves, about reaching out, one person
to another, about all our choices gathered to-
gether as a country to reach across all our
divides. It’s about you and me and all of us
together, who we are as individuals and what
we are as a nation.

Service is a spark to rekindle the spirit of
democracy in an age of uncertainty. We hear
a great deal about values now. I encourage
America in that conversation. But all the lofty
talk comes down to three simple questions:
What is right? What is wrong? And what are
we going to do about it?

Today we’re doing what is right. Just look
around you. You’re what is right with Amer-
ica. Twenty thousand of you this year and
100,000 over the next 3 years will be getting
things done in hundreds of places around the
country. You will be saving babies in south
Texas, walking the police beat in Brooklyn.
You will work on boats to reclaim the Chesa-
peake Bay and work on new housing to re-
build parts of Roxbury. You will take seniors
safely to the doctor in St. Louis and teach
children in Sacramento to read.

Every generation in our history has
learned to take responsibility for our future,
and your generation is no exception. We look
at you now, and we know you are no genera-
tion of slackers. Instead, you are a generation
of doers. And you want to give something
back to the country that has given so much
to you. The only limit to our future is what
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